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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (HABIB, PHILIP C.) 

SUBJECT: UNDER SECRETARY HABIB'S VISITS: PRESS GUIDANCE 

1 . DEPARTMENT PLANS TO DRAW ON FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE 
IN REPLYING TO ANY INQUIRIES ABOUT UNDER SECRETARY HABIB'S 
PROJECTED APRIL VISITS: BEGIN TEXT: UNDER SECRETARY HABIB 
PLANS TO VISIT NORTH AFRICA DURING THE PERIOD APRIL 10-17. 

MR. HABIB WILL MAKE TWO-DAY VISITS TO ALGERIA, TUNISIA AND 
MOROCCO. THE UNITED STATES HAS FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH 
THE MAGHREB COUNTRIES, AND MR. HABIB EXPECTS TO DISCUSS 
BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL QUESTIONS OF COMMON INTEREST 
WITH SENIOR HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, AND WITH OUR AMBAS- 
SADORS AND THEIR STAFFS IN EACH OF THE THREE CAPITALS. 
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END TEXT. 

2. IF POSTS BELIEVE IT DESIRABLE, UNDER SECRETARY HABIB 
WILL BE PREPARED TO MAKE BRIEF ARRIVAL STATEMENT AND TAKE 
SEVERAL QUESTIONS FROM PRESS UPON ARRIVAL AND/OR DEPARTURE. 
POSTS SHOULD PROVIDE PROPOSED ARRIVAL STATEMENTS BY COB 
APRIL 6. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. FOR TUNIS: WE ASSUME THAT PUBLICITY ON UNDER SECRETARY'S 
VISIT WILL BE HELPFUL IN CONNECTION WITH CURRENT CONFRONTA- 
TION WITH LIBYA OVER SHELF ISSUE. HOW THIS ISSUE SHOULD 

BE HANDLED IN ANY PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY UNDER SECRETARY 
WILL DEPEND ON SITUATION AT TIME OF VISIT. 
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